
Battery electric vehicles (BEVs) and plug-in 
hybrid vehicles (PHEVs) seem to be the only 
‘survivors’ of the weakest February for car 
sales since 1959.

A new Society of Motor Manufacturers and 
Traders (SMMT) report suggests one-in-eight 
registrations that took place last month were 
for BEVs and PHEVs.

During a month when the UK new car market 
declined by 35.5%, BEVs and PHEVs took a 
combined 13.0% market share for the month, 
up from 5.7% in February 2020.

The report also shows sales of diesel and 
petrol cars fell by 61% and 44% respectively 
last month.

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said: 
“February is traditionally a small month 
for car registrations and with showrooms 

closed for the duration, the decline is deeply 
disappointing but expected.

“More concerning, however, is that these 
closures have stifled dealers’ preparations 
for March with the expectation that this will 
now be a third, successive dismal ‘new plate 
month’.

“Although we have a pathway out of 
restrictions with rapid vaccine rollout, and 
proven experience in operating click and 
collect, it is essential that showrooms reopen 
as soon as possible so the industry can start 
to build back better, and recover the £23 
billion loss from the past year.”
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